Welcome to the Arizona Women’s Heritage Trail
Historic Women of Prescott Walking Tour

Arizona Women’s Heritage Trail presents

The Historic Women
of Prescott
Walking Tour

The vibrant town of Prescott has played an important role in Arizona history. It
served as Arizona’s territorial capitol from 1864 to 1867 and again from 1877 to
1889. It was also a bustling mining town and mercantile center for the north
central region of the state.
Explore this walking tour to learn about the women in Prescott who were
professionals, business owners, and community builders. Women have met the
town’s needs by establishing hospitals, founding the public library, caring for their
families and working for women’s right to vote. Learn about an early physician,
the Sisters of Mercy, and female shopkeepers in downtown Prescott. Enjoy this
walking tour as you see historic buildings and homes where these women lived
and worked.
This tour has two optional routes: a shorter walk which goes to 8 of the
sites and a longer walk which goes to all 10 sites. The shorter route will take
45 minutes to one hour. The longer route requires walking a mile and a half
and will take over an hour, depending on your walking speed.
The tour begins at the Yavapai County Courthouse, in the center of downtown
Prescott. Parking is available on the streets or in nearby parking garages. The
short and longer tours both end at the Sharlot Hall Museum.

N ARIZONA AVE
S RUSH ST

S PENN AVE

S ARIZONA AVE

OVERLAND RD

N VIRGINIA ST

S VIRGINIA ST

S PLEASANT ST

S ALARCON ST

E GOODWIN ST

S MOUNT VERNON AVE

6

UNION ST

S MARINA ST

S CORTEZ ST

7

N MOUNT VERNON AVE

N ALARCON ST

N MARINA ST

N MO

EZ

ST

N T EZ
UMA

ST

LINCOLN AVE
N SUMMIT

GROVE AV
E

GARDEN ST

AVE

S MONTEZUMA ST

1

12

E GURLEY ST

N
SO
ET
ST

RD

OVERSTREET DR

O N DR

W AUBREY ST

3 4

E SHELDON ST

S
ROBIN

HILL AVE

E WILLIS ST

13

Y

PARK AVE

W
PK

W GOODWIN ST

2

LE
PP
HI

8

W

Sewall House.

10 9

5

ST

W GURLEY ST

W WILLIS ST

E MOELLER ST

USH
NR

T

11

PRESCOTT

ER
HEATH HTS
HEIG

6TH ST

Carnegie Library.

BR
AD

SH
AW

DR

Map: Courtesy of the City of Prescott.

Fort Misery.

Photos Courtesy of Brooke Photography
(www.brooke-photography.com)

1

Yavapai County Courthouse
120 S. Cortez St.
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Masonic Temple Building
107 N. Cortez St.

Downtown business district
(Bounded roughly by Cortez,
Willis, Gurley and Granite streets)
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Elks Opera House
117 E. Gurley St.

Sharlot Hall Museum
415 W. Gurley St.
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Fort Misery,
Sharlot Hall Museum
415 W. Gurley St.

11

Sisters of Mercy Convent
220 Grove Ave.

12

Grace M. Sparkes
Community Center
824 E. Gurley St.

13

Prescott Conference Center
1500 E. State Route 69

4

Carnegie Library
125 E. Gurley St.

5

Sewall House
220 N. Mount Vernon Ave.

6

Lenox Maternity Home
128 S. Mount Vernon Ave.

7

Lawler residence
225 E. Union St.

This tour begins at the Yavapai County Courthouse
located on the south side of Gurley St, between
Montezuma and Cortez. If you take the entire tour, you
will walk about 1.5 miles and go up some hills. If you
would like to shorten the tour and avoid some hills, go
from Site 4 (Carnegie Library) to Site 7 (Lawler residence)
and then continue on to the other sites.

school graduations, and balls. The Elks Opera House
Foundation, founded by citizens of Prescott, has
restored the opera house to its former glory, and it is
used for many performances today.
Walk east on Gurley St. to 125 E. Gurley St.
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Grace Genung Chapman,
Yavapai County Courthouse
120 S. Cortez St.

Grace Chapman was known as one of the “Graces”
who helped to get things done in Prescott. (The other
was Grace Sparkes.) Chapman worked as county
recorder in this courthouse from 1923 to 1954, as one
of the longest serving Yavapai County officials. She
also helped to preserve the Sharlot Hall Museum and
collaborated with others to establish the
Yavapai-Prescott Indian Reservation.
On the east side of the county courthouse, walk north
on Cortez St. across Gurley St., and then turn right
crossing Cortez St., so you’re on the east side of the street.
See the Masonic Temple Building at 107 N. Cortez.
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Florence Yount, Masonic Temple Building*
(former office of Dr. Yount)
107 N. Cortez St.

Florence Yount, one of the early female physicians in
Prescott, earned a reputation as an excellent doctor
who specialized in pediatrics and obstetrics. She
married C.D. Ned Yount, Jr. and moved to Prescott in
1937, going into practice with her husband and
father-in-law, who was also a physician. Yount
dedicated her entire medical career to Prescott
families, delivering entire families and subsequent
generations. She also became a community leader by
establishing a well-baby clinic during the 1930s and
organizing a new hospital during World War II.
Cross Gurley St. again and turn left, walking east on
Gurley to 117 E. Gurley St.
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Mary Ward Ruffner, Elks Opera House
117 E. Gurley St.

Mary Ward Ruffner performed in numerous minstrel
and vaudeville shows during the 1910s and the 1920s
in the Elks Opera House. She also arranged music,
directed plays and accompanied other performers on
the piano, helping to build the cultural life of the
community. Mary Ward first arrived in Prescott to
teach music in the public school, but after her
marriage to Lester Lee Ruffner in 1912, she quit
teaching and had two children. She performed often
in the Elks Opera House, which also became an
important gathering place for civic presentations, high

Carnegie Library*
125 E. Gurley St.

The Carnegie Library, Prescott’s first public library,
opened in 1903 due to the efforts of the Monday Club,
a woman’s club. Like others all over the state and
nation, this club worked to build its community’s
cultural and educational life by opening a free public
library. In 1899, Julia Goldwater, a member of the
Monday Club, wrote to Andrew Carnegie, requesting
funds to open a library. The Carnegie Foundation
pledged $4,000 and stipulated that the remaining
funds be donated by the community. The library was
constructed and opened in the November of 1903.
The building now houses several offices.
Continue walking east on Gurley St., up the hill to Mount
Vernon. Turn left (north) on Mount Vernon, crossing at
the light and going three blocks to 220 N. Mount Vernon
Ave. (If you would like to shorten the tour, go one block
further on Gurley St., turn right on Alarcon St. and go to
Union St. Skip to site #7.)
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Frances Munds and Pauline O’Neill,
Sewall House*
220 N. Mount Vernon Ave.

Frances Willard Munds was a driving force in Arizona
women’s campaign for the vote, leading the suffrage
campaign from 1903 to 1912. As a young woman, she
taught in rural Arizona schools, before marrying John
Munds who became sheriff of Yavapai County. After
women won suffrage in 1912, Munds became the first
woman to serve in the Arizona State Senate in 1914.
She bought the Sewall House from Pauline O’Neill.
Pauline O’ Neill championed issues important to the
women and children of Arizona as leader of the
territorial suffrage association, women’s organizations,
and as a representative from Maricopa County in the
state legislature. She first arrived in Prescott in the
1880s when her father was stationed at Fort Whipple.
She taught school in Prescott and married local
politician and Rough Rider William “Buckey” O’Neill.
Pauline became involved in Prescott politics as a
member of the Monday Club, where she met Frances
Willard Munds, and led the territorial suffrage
association in the 1899 from her home on Mount
Vernon before moving to Phoenix in 1901.
Head south on Mount Vernon, retracing your steps and
crossing Gurley again, proceeding to 128 S. Mount
Vernon Ave.
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Catherine Lenox, Lenox Maternity Home*
128 S. Mount Vernon Ave.

Catherine Lenox, a nurse, converted her residence into
a maternity home after Prescott’s only hospital
burned down in 1940. She created a nursery, delivery
room, and 8 rooms for patients, whose babies were
delivered by physicians. She provided this service
until a “new” hospital was created in the remodeled
Jefferson School building, which was called the
Prescott Community Hospital. This is now a private
residence.
Go south on Mount Vernon to Goodwin St. and turn
right (west). Go to Alarcon St. and turn right (north).
At the corner of Union and Alarcon St., see the former
Lawler home at 225 E. Union St. Turn left on Union St.
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Mary Josephine Smith Lawler*
225 E. Union St.

Mary Smith Lawler first came west as a Harvey Girl
and later worked in Hotel St. Michael. After marrying
William Lawler, she drove ore wagons at his mines,
living at Hillside Mine for 14 years. She often had to
shovel rocks from the road, allowing the wagons to
pass. The Lawlers moved to Prescott in 1914, so their
son could attend school. They built this home on
“Nob Hill,” in an area where Prescott’s upper class lived
in these Victorian homes. Lawler was known as an
excellent quilter by many in town.
Walk up (west) Union Street to Cortez, turn right and go
to Gurley St. Turn left, going west on Gurley St.
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Downtown business district
and Prescott women shopkeepers
(Bounded roughly by Cortez, Willis, Gurley
and Granite streets.)

Women in Prescott left their mark with many
businesses in the downtown area but were especially
prominent in running dress stores and millinery
shops. From the 1890s to the 1930s, at any given time
there were four or five women running their own
dress or millinery shops in downtown Prescott. For
example, Madame Hunter had her own millinery (or
hat shop) at 134 N. Cortez Street. She also provided
beauty services, including manicures, and sold
dresses. Dora Rosenthal, a German Jewish immigrant,
widowed in her twenties with two young children, ran
her own dress shop, stocking silks, notions, hats,
umbrellas, and coats at 226 W. Gurley Street. Although
women shopkeepers had a difficult time obtaining
credit or accumulating capital to open their own
shops, these women overcame many obstacles to run
successful stores.
Continue west on Gurley St. to the Sharlot Hall Museum.
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Sharlot Hall, Sharlot Hall Museum
415 W. Gurley St.

Sharlot Hall, the first woman to hold public office in
Arizona Territory, served as Arizona’s historian. She
later preserved the Governor’s Mansion in Prescott.
Her diligent efforts in preserving Arizona history
inspired others to become involved in saving early
Arizona history. After her death in 1943, a historical
society continued to build the complex that became
the Sharlot Hall Museum. Sharlot was also a prolific
writer who published over 500 poems, stories, and
articles during her life, as well as 10 books.
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Mary Ramos,
Fort Misery at the Sharlot Hall Museum
415 W. Gurley St.

Mary Decrow Ramos arrived in Prescott in 1864 and
opened a restaurant and boarding house there. An
early businesswoman in the mining camp, she also
owned a ranch and, with her husband Cornelio,
bought mining claims. She is representative of the
independent women who braved the mining camps
of the West and developed thriving enterprises. The
building which housed her boarding house was later
named Fort Misery and is now located on the Sharlot
Hall Museum campus. This is one of the oldest
territorial buildings still standing in Arizona.

Other Sites of Interest in Prescott:
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Sisters of Mercy Convent,
now on campus of Prescott College
220 Grove Ave.

The Sisters of Mercy provided health care for Prescott
residents at Mercy Hospital from 1893 to 1940. Near
the hospital, they also built a chapel, convent, and
guest house for patients’ families. Although a
devastating fire destroyed the hospital in 1940,
Prescott College renovated the convent which is used
today as a chapel.
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Grace Sparkes,
Grace M. Sparkes Community Center
824 E. Gurley St.

Grace Sparkes spent her life promoting Yavapai
County, serving from 1911 to 1945 as the secretary of
the Prescott Chamber of Commerce, later renamed
the Yavapai County Chamber of Commerce. She
worked to establish many historic and commercial
establishments and is credited with creating Prescott's
slogan, "Cowboy Capital of the World." The Grace M.
Sparkes Community Center is named in her honor.
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Viola Jimulla and Patricia McGee,
Prescott Conference Center
1500 E. State Route 69

Both Viola Jimulla and Patricia McGee, grandmother
and granddaughter, were prominent leaders of the
Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe. Viola became the first
chieftess in 1940, while Patricia began serving as
president in 1972. Viola Jimulla was also an expert in
traditional basket weaving. The Prescott Conference
Center features a statue of these two leaders.
*Indicates private property. No admission.

Developed by the Arizona Women’s Heritage Trail
(AWHT), a centennial legacy project, and partially
funded by the Kieckhefer Foundation, this project
links women’s history with historic sites. This is the
second AWHT walking tour in Arizona.
For more information see
www.womensheritagetrail.org

We gratefully acknowledge the Kieckhefer
Foundation of Prescott for partially funding this
walking tour and also extend appreciation to the
distinguished AWHT Scholars for their dedicated
research of these visionary women.
Explore other AWHT products:
• AWHT website
• Central Arizona Driving Tour
• North Central Arizona Driving Tour
• A Tucson Walking Tour in Women’s History
• AWHT Speakers’ Bureau
• Centennial Exhibition, “How Splendid is our Past”
Exhibit Honorary Chair, Sandra Day O’Connor
Tour brochures are available in local Visitors’ Centers
and other public informational agencies, or you may
download brochures from our website or call the
AWHT office for copies.
Support AWHT and become a vital part of this
exciting Arizona women’s history expansion project.
Link your name with these brilliant and courageous
women who have come before us. We need your
support to tell the stories of these remarkable
women and to develop additional public educational
tools. Our website lists several donor opportunities,
all including charter memberships.
Since 2007, we have partnered with the ASU
Foundation to support our mission. Your gift will
benefit Arizona Women’s Heritage Trail and may be
considered a charitable contribution. Please consult
with your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of
charitable contributions. All funds will be deposited
with the ASU Foundation for A New American
University, a separate, non-profit organization that
exists to benefit ASU.

Yavapai County Courthouse (both photos).
Courtesy of Brooke Photography

Please make your check payable to the
ASU Foundation with a notation of AWHT/30002482
and send to Arizona Women’s Heritage Trail at the
address listed below.

18743 East Bravo Lane, Rio Verde, Arizona 85263
T. 480-471-7792 E. womensheritagetr@aol.com
W. www.womensheritagetrail.org

